How should you use the practice tests?

The goal of taking practice tests is three-fold.  One is to gauge whether you are ready to take the official test or if you need more study.  Another reason is to estimate approximately how you might score on the official test.  But, most important, is learning from the practice test.  The practice tests you take are as essential to your success as any other tool that you will use.  They should be used to pinpoint topics needing further review.
You will need to take the practice tests as many times as you need to feel confident, but most students go through them twice or more. Here’s how to use the practice tests:
1. Study with all of your other resources first, and then take the first practice test.

2. Write down what you miss on that practice test.  Try to identify particular subject areas that you did not know. Hit the books again studying those topics.
3. Take the second test, and do the same as before. More study!

4. Repeat until you take the final practice test. By now you should be getting more and more of the questions correct.

5. If you’re still not getting 65-70% correct, then go into serious cram mode by repeating all of the practice tests, using all of your resources.  Don’t give up, keep going and going and going, like the Eveready Energizer bunny!
When you are reviewing a practice test, ALWAYS read the entire answer explanation for all of the questions, paying particular attention to the questions you missed.  Just knowing the answer is not enough; you need to know the why behind the answer and that is what the answer explanation will give you.  Many times the actual question on the official exam will not be one of the questions on the practice test, but some piece of information that was contained in the answer explanation.  Don’t take short cuts here.  Research the terms and concepts that you do not know.  Look them up in your textbook or Google them.  Spend some time studying.  Your willingness to fine-tune your knowledge now will make a huge difference on whether you pass the exam or not.  

When working with the practice tests, you should take each exam and then review and study that exam.  After you review your answers move on to the next practice test.  Do this for all available practice tests.  It is recommended that you retake each available practice exam after you have reviewed and studied ALL of the practice tests.  Retaking the available practice tests a second time should result in your scores increasing significantly if you have followed the above method diligently.  
What do your practice test scores mean?
This is one of the most commonly asked questions. People want to know when they are "ready" to take the real exam based on the score of the practice tests. This varies for every person, but generally speaking, if you score above 65-70% consistently (at least three times in a row) then you may feel confident that you'll make at least the minimum score to pass, which for most schools is a 50.   For first time testers, a longer string of higher scores may be desirable.
I would highly suggest you take these practice tests multiple times. Even if you pass by a comfortable margin, there will probably be at least a few things on the practice test that will force you to look something up and do a bit more studying. It’s better to know that you know what you think you know, than to think you know it, only to find out that you didn’t know as much as you thought you knew!  Do you understand that tongue twister?  In summary, it’s better to be over-prepared, than under-prepared.
How do I use the InstantCert flashcards?
From now on you will also be using The InstantCert Online Flashcard system which requires a subscription.  I would suggest that you only sign up for one month initially and then cancel once you have taken your exam.  Sign up here:  http://www.instantcert.com/    Be sure to enter the discount code 86766 to save $5 off your first month.
Work through the flashcards, ALWAYS reading the entire answer explanation, paying particular attention to the questions you do not know.   Often you will learn as much in the answer explanation as you do in the question.  Just knowing the answer is not enough; you need to know the why behind the answer and that is what the answer explanations will give you.  Many times the actual question on the official exam will not be one of the questions in the flashcards, but some piece of information that was contained in the answer explanation.  Don’t take short cuts here.

Once you have worked through all of the flashcards, let me know that you have completed them.  If you find there is one particular category that is giving you trouble, let me know that as well and we will come up with some additional resources to use.

Can I continue to contact Mrs. Stenzel for advice?

Yes!  I will be available by e-mail or phone after our study group ends to continue advising you throughout the preparation process.  I will be happy to assist you in deciding when you are ready to test.  PLEASE keep me posted on your practice test progress and contact me for suggestions during this final phase of preparation.  I want to make sure you are as well prepared as you can possibly be in order to maximize your chance of success.
