U.S. History 1 CLEP Exam Feedback
Just wanted to share that my 2nd son took his 2nd CLEP today (US History 1) and passed with a 62!
I thought it might be helpful to share what he felt helped and what didn't.
He watched the educational-portal videos.  He read the REA book twice and went through all the Instacert flashcards twice. He took 2 REA practice tests and one Petersons and we created a study guide from advice from degreeforums on what to make sure to not miss studying.   In all, he felt that the educational-portal, REA book and Instacert all worked great together.   The Peterson tests for this CLEP are not helpful at all.  They are much harder than the actual test.    The REA practice test is right on.  HE got a 62 on that yesterday and got a 62 on the real thing today.  And don't miss the advice on degreeforums if you are a member of Instacert! Very helpful.
Thought this would help someone getting ready to take this CLEP soon.

Misti
Mom of 9

I just took that CLEP test - my first! (68 Yay!!), and my kids are taking it next week.
I would say that even though the REA practice test helped tremendously, the real test reminded me most of the Petersons.  But I also spent a lot of time on the Instant Cert flash cards.  Please don't neglect checking out the Online University lectures, they are great.  look up History Documentaries on Netflix and the PBS website (pbs.org). Often with these websites I have learned to type in specifically what I need (i.e. the War of 1812), and see what comes up.
H.t.h.
Blessings, Dominique.
My 2 are studying for the US History 1 for their first CLEP as well, so I can't speak from experience on that point. However, in reading through the InstantCert forums, everyone said that the Peterson tests for USH 1 are WAY harder than the CLEP test and that the REA practice tests are similar to the real thing. Because of that, we've opted not to stress over the Peterson's...
Laurie,
It sounds to me like in some areas you have perhaps over prepared? But in another, under? What I mean by this is you turned the book/lecture study time into a full year course. But the specific practice test prep recommendations (website/files area) have not been followed. The test prep is where you solidify what knowledge needs to be at the forefront in order to pass the exam. I cannot understate how important it is to cycle through the practice exams (whether you use Petersons OR REA) EXACTLY as I have outlined on the website. Lastly, please have ALL the students review our test taking tips/procedures from the files area of the yahoogroups page. These will be key to a first pass. I don't want to disappoint you, but I would not go into the exam scoring 48 on practice tests. (BTW - you did not say if the students completed the REA practice tests - let me know)

Blessings, 
Tricia McQ
We had four students from the co-op I led take the US History Part I today and 3 of the 4 passed! My son was one of them--yahoo! He scored a 55. (He is 13 yrs old) The homeschool mom who took the test scored 58 and her daughter scored 57. The other 8th grader in our group scored a 47. He definitely could have used more time taking practice tests and
review time. He was the one we were most worried about going into the exam. He has a sister taking this exam in Jan. 2013 so he will join her study group and retake it then. Now that he knows what to expect he might out score them all! :)  the Peterson's practice tests were so very challenging! We took test 1 twice and test 2 once. We also did a REA practice test twice. The
kids were averaging between 42 and later 48/120 correct on the Peterson and 65-75% on the REA test. They told me after the test today that Peterson's was definitely more challenging than the actual test. The Peterson seemed to focus on questions that use 'EXCEPT' and 'NOT' such
as "The Peace of Paris called for all the following EXCEPT..." The kids (and adults!) really struggled with these during the practice sessions but they said there were only a few questions like this on the actual test. If I could do it again, I would have the kids take ALL the REA book exams several times and perhaps one Peterson. We did feel the Peterson's practice tests were helpful and they were relieved on test day to see questions that were NOT as a challenging as those they had just practiced :)  Studying together as a group was crucial I think--we played review games, completed IC together and reviewed the practice tests orally. I know my son worked a lot harder in the group than he would have on his own, alone in his room. The two girls (one was a mom) were pretty self motivated and studied on their own quite a bit. I definitely had to ask my son to study on Instant Cert or review his Quizlet flashcards but he didn't complain. He wanted to "beat" the girls at the games we played when we met as a group for a study session.

In the end, the topics listed in the "test specific" InstantCert (IC) forums were extremely valuable. We had copied down all the topics mentioned in those forums and studied them extensively (researched each in the REA book and sometimes Wikipedia, discussed, quizzed each other, created Quizlet flashcards for each, made and played a Bingo game for the topics, etc) All the students said today that 85-90% of the topics we studied were on the test. (Each student had a slightly different version of the test so not every topic was on each test) It was definitely worth the money we paid for a month of IC flashcards and forum access.
We have a "non-pass" today on US History I. He said, for those working on it now, that there were a lot of “who-said-this” questions, several passages that you had to analyze from speeches, etc., a number of charts, graphs and maps that you had to analyze, and quite a few questions on artists and writers (who wrote children's lit. during the Civil War). Those are the ones that gave him trouble.

When Kelly prepared for this test she used the study methods described in the previous CLEP preparation post on the Freshman College Composition test. That included taking notes from the text on one day, typing those notes in on the second day, and reviewing the typed in notes on the third day. Everything required to do well on the test was in the book, but Kelly felt she might have been better prepared, if she had made and studied more flashcards with dates, events, and people on them. The REA US History I CLEP study book had a glossary at the back. She believes if she could have included the glossary definitions in her flash cards, she might have improved her score. She also felt that if she would have augmented her base set of flash cards by using the boldface words, historical figures, dates, and definitions in the REA book, that would have helped her, too. She is scheduled to take the US History II test this month, so we will see if those new techniques work for her.

Kelly prepared for these tests as a standalone effort–not as part of her History studies. The big difference between the way we will approach the way Christian prepares for these tests from the way Kelly prepared for them is that Christian’s preparation will be an integral part of the normal seventh grade survey of US History that we had planned for him all along. Another change is that we will try to find a solid history text to replace the A History of the USA texts in the Sonlight curriculum even though we will still use their literature books. Christian will work his way through the REA book and whatever history text we find, making flash cards and taking notes from both. We will have him take the US History I test half way through next year followed by the US History II test at the end of the year. We will both describe the new methods and report the results on this page when we have them.

Instant Cert really helped my daughter finish up studying for the US History 
I CLEP! I would have him study his right answers as well because he may have guessed on some and gotten them right (but not know why)! Be sure to study the Antebellum time (before the Civil War). Lauren's test was heavy on that and on Indian tribes and what territories they lived in. Cindy W.

Another thing that you might want to add for both US History I and II is to watch America, The Story of US videos. We downloaded them on Netflix. It was a great supplement that helped my "visual" learner. It's also a nice review when all those facts are floating around in your head. It helped to connect some of them for my daughter.
Wanted to let you know that DS passed his Am. History I CLEP yesterday with a 71!   For study, we reviewed parts of an American history text we'd used a couple years ago (America, Land I Love by A Beka), but mostly thoroughly read the REA CLEP prep book, taking the 3 practice tests there. Also used Peterson's. Son said the test he took was most like the third Peterson's--in fact, he says he wouldn't have known the answers to some except that he'd gotten them wrong on Peterson's and hence had studied those topics!   Additionally, he had studied for and passed the Am. Government CLEP late last year (so all that was fresh in his mind) and we are currently working toward Am. Lit.

From Free CLEP Prep:

If you were good at history in school, or enjoy watching the History Channel on TV, this test should not be that difficult. The area that most people have problems with when it comes to history exams is memorizing those blasted dates. The good news about the History Of the United States I CLEP is that there aren't that many dates to memorize. Most of the information that the test is going to be looking for is of the informative sort.

Now that doesn't mean that you should just walk in to take the test without studying! Even if you're good at history tests there are probably some things on here that you've never heard of. You'll see some questions about early colonization, early political parties such as the Whigs and the Loyalist, Native American nations, battles in the War of 1812, and early Reconstruction efforts after the Civil War.

A few of the topics that you will need to know are: 

· Major political parties in early America as well as their beliefs and goals

· The impact of slavery on early America

· The notable figures of the abolitionist movement

· Major wars and military actions, and the reasons behind them

· Demographics in early America and immigrations impact

· History of the ethnic minorities of the time

· Major early American authors, painters, and political figures

· Native American tribes, nations, and noteworthy Native American figures

· The Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights

· Notable women in early America and their impact on the nation

This is not a comprehensive list. I've tried to list the topics you will most likely need to study.

